
Join us at 10:00 AM on Satur-
day, October 7 at the Outdoor 
Chapel for our annual Blessing 
of the Animals! 

All members of the Emerald 
Coast community are invited to 
bring their beloved pets and 
animal friends for this special 
service (though we do ask no 
one bring any creature which 
may be tempted to eat or harm 
another). 

PAWS Adoption Center will be 
present with rescue/adoptable 
pets needing a forever home. 
They will also be collecting 
donations of much-needed 
items for the shelter. A list of 

Blessing of  the Animals 

We previously shared with you 

that St. Simon’s is embarking on a 

“Discernment Process,” during 

which we will be asking church 

members to pray, contemplate, 

and share ideas about the identity, 

growth and direction of St. Si-

mon’s.  Discernment is a spiritual 

discipline, and we are asking all 

church members to practice this 

discipline in sev-

eral ways.   

Last week, 

church members 

were invited to 

sign up to partici-

pate in one small group meet-

ing and share your thoughts 

and ideas about where our 

parish is headed and how we 

can best answer God’s call. 

The meeting facilitators, who 

are members of St. Simon’s, 

have been trained by the 

Episcopal Church Founda-

tion on how to help guide this 
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important discussion. 

Sign-up sheets may now be 

found in the Atrium. If you 

have not already done so, 

please select a date and time 

that fits your schedule. This 

is a high-priority event for 

our parish and your input is 

needed. 

acceptable donation items may 
be found in the church office. 
PAWS stresses that dry food is 
not needed, but canned food is, 
along with dozens of other items 
critical for their mission.  

Due to this 
service and the 
annual meeting 
scheduled for 
the next morn-
ing, we will not 
hold our regu-
lar, 5:00 PM 
“Come As You 
Are” evening 
service on this 
day (October 7). 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/week.php?crd=stsimons-fwb&nolog=1&PHPSESSID=a7518358856817480f5efdfdfa614e94&jsenabled=1&winh=934&winw=1680&inifr=false
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Mission to the Florida Keys 
Steve Larson is assembling a St. Si-

mon's team to travel to the Florida 

Keys in mid-October to work beside 

the many other community members 

and volunteers who are working so 

very hard clearing debris, mucking out 

homes, and assisting the elderly with 

home repairs. Volunteers will be 

based at St. Columba's in Marathon 

Key.  

If you would like to volunteer please 

contact Steve at 244.8621, or ad-

min@stsimons-fwb.org.  

At its September 19th meeting, the 
Vestry agreed to: 
• Approve Rob Newton to serve as a 
Eucharistic Minister 
• Approve Kelley Fuller to serve as a 
Eucharistic Visitor 
• Approve the replacement of the 
HVAC unit that serves the upstairs 
classrooms 
• Disapprove additional choir ceiling 
upgrades as part of ongoing Nave 
contract  

 

Parish Updates: 
• The new Name Tags should be 
available by the first Sunday in Octo-
ber. 

 
• Status of Approved Work. 
   1. Soffit repairs are complete. 
   2. Parish Hall automobile damage 
repair is complete. 
   3. Repairs to the exterior doors in 
the Scheel Parlor and choir room are 
complete. 
   4. Nave ceiling repairs started the 
week of Aug 21. Samples of materials 

From the Vestry 
on the ceiling and wood trusses 
were taken and the report came 
back positive for mold, with low 
counts of 3 very common types 
present. Remediation of the mold 
will be simple and speedy. The next 
steps will be to remediate the mold 
that is present, close up the areas 
that have been opened in the ceil-
ing, make miscellaneous ceiling 
repairs and repaint the ceiling, and 
put everything back in place. The 
goal is still to be back in the Nave 
by the end of October; however, 
please be mindful that the potential 
for delays is still there. 

 
• Pastoral Care. Deacon Clelia met 
with a group of parishioners and is 
looking at ways to improve pastoral 
care in areas like hospitality, trans-
portation, and expanded support 
for Emerald Coast Nursing Home. 
If you would like more information 
or would like to get involved with 
Pastoral Care, please contact Dea-
con Clelia. 

 

• Visitor gifts are 
being ordered by 
the Vestry’s min-
istry committee 
and will include 
items such as 
water bottles, soft 
booklets for ba-
bies, coffee cups, 
etc. If you have 
any additional 
thoughts, please 
contact Cathy 
Halprin. 

 
• Discernment. Please sign up for 
one of the small group meetings to 
be held during the first part of Oc-
tober. The meetings are intended 
to get thoughts from parishioners 
on how God is calling St Simon's 
to prepare for its future in areas 
such as new construction, restora-
tion, or expansion of facilities; out-
reach; ministries; endowments; and 
debt retirement. It is critical that we 
have robust participation and shar-
ing of information to build our 
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Save the Date - Feed the Need 
May 5, 2018 

It’s time to begin planning for our 
2018 Feed the Need Food Packing 
Event.   

 

This past June, we organized over 800 
volunteers from throughout our com-
munity, and packed 75,000 meals in a 
single day!  The food we packed on 
that day was distributed to 6 local 
food pantries to feed hungry families 
and children in Okaloosa County. 
While we had a substantial number of 
volunteers participate that are part of 
our own congregation, we have also 
been asked “what exactly is Feed the 
Need and how does it work?”   

 

The answer is quite simple: 

“Feed the Need is sponsored by the 
Outreach Ministry of St. Simon’s on 
the Sound Episcopal Church.  100% 
of all donations and sponsorships are 
used to purchase food for hungry 
families and children in Okaloosa 
County.  

Food is purchased, and meals packed 
by volunteers at a Feed the Need 
Event. All packaged food is then dis-
tributed to local charities and food pan-
tries to feed hungry families and chil-
dren in Okaloosa County.  All funding 
is from donations and sponsorships 
generated outside of St. Simon’s, as no 
church funds are used in this important 
ministry.” 

 

In our 2018 Event, we are striving to 
increase the amount of food we pack to 
support our community and Okaloosa 
County.  Our goal this time is to pack 
150,000 meals!   We will once again be 
able to use the wonderful facility at 
Gregg Chapel AME Life Center, 15 
Carson drive.   Gregg Chapel AME has 
been a key partner in this effort from 

the beginning, and we highly value 
their support for our Outreach 
Ministry.  Please tell your friends, 
neighbors, relatives, co-workers 
and everyone else you know about 
Feed the Need, and then go to 
FeedtheNeed.life and register 
online to volunteer on May 5th at 
the Event.  

 

With your help, we can continue to 
reduce hunger here in Okaloosa 
County. And as always, contact me 
if you have any questions or need 
more information.  
 
 

Peace,  
Deacon Clelia 

Above: Volunteers measure and pack pasta. Top right: A completed Family Pack ready for distribution. Bottom Left: Grains measured and 

ready for packing. Bottom Right: Completed grain packets ready for inclusion in the Family Pack. 
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Sunday Refreshments 
Coffee Hour is a loved and cherished 

Episcopalian tradition that has recent-

ly been  revitalized thanks to those 

who have given of their time and re-

sources. 

Please help us continue this tradition 

by signing up to sponsor coffee 

hour! A sign-up sheet is located in the 

Atrium near the library doors. Each 

service (8:00 and 10:30) has its own 

volunteer time slot. You may sign-up 

for one or both.  

Many thanks to those who have already 

volunteered and thanks in advance to 

those who will do so soon. We can’t do 

this without you! 

• Portable canopies are needed for the annual meeting. If you 
have a portable canopy suitable for outdoor use, please contact 
Steve Larson at (850) 244-8621. 

• Coffee Hour Sponsors Still Needed! Please consider sponsor-
ing coffee hour refreshments. A sign-up board is located in the 
Atrium. There are now slots available for 8:00 AM and 10:30 
AM services.  

• Cottage Meetings are scheduled to take place throughout 
the first two weeks of October. Please sign-up in the Atri-
um and take part in this important discussion about the 
future of our parish. 

• Blessing of the Animals will take place on October 7 at 
10:00 AM in the Outdoor Chapel. 

• Parish Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 8 fol-
lowing a combined worship service at 9:30 AM. We will 
have a cook-out lunch and nursery care will be provided. 
Please plan to join us! 

 

   Announcements 
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